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T O 


The Rignt Reverend 


Father in God, lo nn, 
Lord Biſhop of 


worcefter. 


Right Reverend Father in God, 


Hough your Lordſhips 
: favours and encourage- 
ments to your Servant 


have beene ſo many , and ſo multt* 
- plied my obligations unto your Lords 
ſhip, that if you ſhould challenge 4 

ul payment , 1 muſt I doubt turne 
Bankrupt in expreſſions of my 
thankfulneſſe unto you , yet that 1 


may not ſeeme forgerfull of your 
 Benignity, 


"© The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Benignity , and im hope that 'your 
Lordſhip will be pleaſed to accept 
of ſome compoſition, though ſmall, 
where I am ſo much inſolvent of the 
whole ſumme, 1 am bold to preſent | 
your Lordſhip with a ſmall acknow- ? 
ledgement of my duty m this ſmall 
T: eatiſe ,which1 have brought home 
with me from the Trevailes that I 
have made into the French Lan- 
guage, which I have beene ſome- © 
thing the more encouraged t0 com- 
mend unto your Lordſhip ; - That as 

I bave endeavoured to imitate the 
Author in my Tranſlation , fo I 
zh alſo imitate him in his Dedi- 
cation , That as he direfts the Ori- 
ginall, to the Biſhop of his Diaceſſe 
im France , fo 1the Tranſlation to | 


Jour 


w 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
your Lordſhip , being my reverend 
Dioceſan bere in England, hoping 
that it will find a faire admittance 
into your favourable Patronage. 
Had I not good experience of 
the freedome of your Lordſhips en- 
tertainment, I might perhaps feare 
the Cenſure of ill Manners that ha- 
ving my ſelf ſo little title unto your 
| favour; more then-what your fas 


 vour it ſelfe affordeth , I ſhonld yet 
J be ſobld , as not only to come unto 


you my ſelfe , but alſo to bring a 
ſtranger with me. But I bope if 1 
have not wronged him by becom- 
ming an ill Interpreter, ('Bejide; 
the Dignity of his perſm , being a 
Dottor of Drvinity of that famous 
Faculty of Paris)this diſcourſe that 
A 2 he 
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he is fraught with , will deſerve 
ſuch reſpe&t with you, that Imay be 


the better welcome for his fake. © 
The ſubje&t he treats of , I bope + 


will not be unſeaſonable in theſe was 


vering and back-ſliding times. | 
It being a ſummary of theſe motives | 


Wherby he was induced to bid fares 
well unto the Idolatries and ſupers 
fiitions of Rome , that he might 
embrace the true Religion , and 1 
am not altogether hopele ſſe , that as 
theſe Reaſons were, by Gods mers 
cies powe) Full with bim to draw 
him (as it were) againſt the Bent 
of his affeftions, and againſt all the 
Plea's of his worldly intereſts and 
reſpeFts to come out of that Egiptis 
an darkneſſe of Popery, into the 


mervailous 
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mervailous light of Gods holy word: 
ſolikewiſe if. they be well weighed 
. ® witha free judgement not preſup- 
' pbſed with prejudice , nor reſolved 
| to rely upon meere ſhewes and ſem- 
$ blances , they may T hope be pres 


valent to the like purpoſe with 0- 
thers,not only to ſettle ſome that are 
tottering, and belp to fix them upon 


the true” foundation , but alſo to 


fetch home againe ſome prodigall 


children from theſe Husks of the 
Romiſh Religion , to feed more 
whelſomly in their Fathers houſe, 
the true Church of God , who will 
like that good Father in the Goſpel, 
be ready to meet them upon their 
return , and embrace them m his 
mercifull armes , and will feaſt 
A} them 


ba 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
them joyfully in his holy Family 


The "a of this hath encouraged , 
me to ſet open the windowes , as it © 
were , to let in this beame 0 F light | 
into this Engliſh Nation , where» 


with God hath beenr pleaſed toile + 


luſtrate the French. It is one of | ! 


the beſt kind of commerce that one | 


Nation can have with another , to 
maintain the traffique of Divine 
truths ; not that we ſhould make 
Merchandize of Gods truth ( as too 
many 1 feare in theſe dayes) But 
that we may maintain a mutuall 
Chriſtian intelligence one With an- 
other therein , which may be a good 
means both to enlarge and ſtreng- 
then the communion of Saints. 

And I ſhall be glad to be counted 


a 


| 


tle 
of | l ſonnes ; That effe ( which I hope 
ne 
fo 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
a Fattor, though one of the meaneſs 


\ of many thouſands for that purpaſe. 


! And however through the effetted 


 blindueſſe , and hardneſſe of mens 
j hearts, and through Gods juſt judg- 
{ ment upon our manifold and crying 


q and pray for in the converſion 0 


ſoules unto God) may not be ſo fully 


wrought by this my poore endea- 
Vour, as my ſoule defares , yet I hope 
my labour herein will not be unacs 
ceptable unto God , as ayming at 
the glory of his name , and the pro- 
motion and eſtabliſhment of his 
truth, nor unto any true bearted 
(briſtian , as being undertaken in 
that cauſe wherein they have come 
mon intereſt as is the defence of the 
truth, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
truth, and the diſcovery of falſhood 
in matters of Religion : Nor unto © 
your Lordſhip eſpecially , in whoſe ** 
Patronage and favourable accep- 
tance, Ibumbly- defire it may find 

a roome as a Teſtimoniall of that © 
thankfulneſſe which # juſtly due © 
unto you from him, who defireth to | 
be eſteemed. | 


«a aA a 
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Your Lordſhips moſt humble 
- Servant in Chriſt Jeſus, | 


T ho. Warmftry. 


12884864: $8828888 
| Coop h0485:066p5606 


BLINDE GVIDE 
FORSAKEN. 


SIR: 


@& T is the advice of the 
Sj Apoſtle, that wee 

» ſhould approve our 
ſelves in all things ; 
Firſt, unto God : and 
after God unto men: 
which is (indeed ) caſic for mee 
to doe. 

For as to the firſt , my conlci- 
enceis my witneſſe, that I had no 
other ayme in that change of Re- 
ligion that I have made, bur the 
glory of God and the ſalvation of 
my ſoule: Having undertaken it af- 

B) (y P 


The blind guide forſaken. 
ntter a long conflict agamſt the 
world , and thoſe fleſhly intereſts 
which I had ; which are all art % 
this day on the fide of the Church * 
of Rome, | 

Neither would the fecond be 

lefſe eaſe for me to perform, were - 
it ſo that men were but empticd of | 
prejudice, and not prepoſleſled by » 
affections. Burt as long as that word }! 
of Chriſt Jeſus is true ; Yee ſhall be | 
hated of all men for my name ſake: And F 
likewiſe thoſe words of his bleſſed 
Apoſtle, That alt they that wil lrue god- 
ly in Chriſt Jeſm, ſhall ſuffer perſecuti- | 
on : It were bur folly for me to hope | 
that I ſhould be able ro approve my 
{clfe at once, both unto God, and 
unto men» 

Yet notwithſtanding , for tha 
there1s an'obligation upon us both 
um»9 God,and unto men: To God, 
or the procurement of his glory, 
mMakmg our light to: ſhine before 
4 men: 
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The blind guide forſaken. 
men: And unto mento yecld them 
love by compaſſion and reſpeR : I 


3 havethought it my duty (aotwith- 


ſtanding all contradictions ) tO ren- 


* der every one a Reaſon of my de- 


ſigne: And above all others (Sir) 


} unto your {clfe ; Having lately ex- 
; ercilſcd the charge of a Cure both 


in your Dioceſlce, atd by your Muſ- 
ſion : Having allo received from 
you often Teftimonics of your fa- 


F vour, and good will: Arid for that 


I have admured the vivacity of your 
ſpirit ; rogether w.th the ſolidity 
of your judgement : whereby I am 
per[waded you will acceptably re- 
ceive the addre(lc of this my Mani- 
tc{t unto you, together with my xe- 
queſt unto you, that you will be 
pleaſed to read it once and againe 
ſcreing apart for a lictle , all thoſe 
Prejudices you have againſt the Re- 
ligion, which I have embraced,and 
weighing thoſe Reſons , which I 

B 2 ſhall 


The blind guide forſaken. 
ſhall briefly ſer downe, cither ſo as 


to recewe them, if they ſhall ſeeme | 
good: or to correct me by the word * 


of God, if they ſhall ſeem faulty. 

Now for as much as I can judge, 
the Church of Rome doth conliſt 
of perſons of foure kinds. 


One ſort there is of thoſe that . 


are truly zealous for that beliefe 
that is entertained by her , appro- 


ving it inall , and every part of the j 


ſame, Theſe will blame mee for F- 


making any enquiric of the truth, | 
and for admitting it into my be- * 


life, that there are any errors in 
thcir doctrine, 

Orhers there are that doe ac- 
knowledge in their hearts, a good 
part of the abuſes of the Romane 


Church , and are retained in her * 


communion onely by humane in- 
tereſt, Theſe will arraigne mee of 
roo much tenderneſſe of Conlci- 
ence, and that I have not well con. 
ſidered 
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ſidered, that,ſo that we reſerve our 


hearts unto God, however our 


outward profeſsion may bee con» 


© trary unto that which wee beleeve, 


it ſhall no way hinder us from the 
j attaining to ſalvation. 


5 Orthers yet there arethat think, 
; that provided , that God be wor- 


ſhipped , and hee- alone acknow- 


4 ledged to bee the Creator of all 


things, and ſo that a man live a 


” good morall life, it importcth little 
4 of what Religion a mn is: And 
q that inthat reſpeR, it is every mans 


duty to accommodate himſelfe to 

the time, and unto the faith of the 

Prince under whom he liverh. 
Finally , there are that perſwade 


I rhemſclves,that God leadeth 2 kind 


of delicious life in heaven, without 
having any regard either unto the 
AGions of men. or their religion. 
And theſe two laſt will accuſe mee 


of ſimplicity and feebleneſle of ſpi- 
B 


3 rit, 
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rit , inabandoning all the advanta- 
es which I had, and might have * 
ped for inthe Church of Rome, 
ro preferre one Religion before an- . | 
other : Bur for the accuſation of 
theſe latter, I conceivel need not 
rrouble my felfe, in that they are as : 
much Mahometans as Chriftians, 
and {o condemned by the whole 
word of God, or indeed Arheifts * 
condemned by the whote courfe of | 
nature. So then I conceive it will ' 
be fufficient to purge mee from all ; 
blame, to anſwer the two former, * 
and make good thefe two things. 
The firſt , that I have done well .; 
to enquire of the truth : The other, | 
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that I could not perſevere in the * 
Communion of the Church of 
Rome, without mortally wound- 2? 
ing my Conſcience, and depriving 
my ſelfe of all hope of ſalvation, * 
And for the firſt , I fee not how * 
I can be reaſonably blamed for be- 


ing 1 


Uta- 


ave 


me, 
an- 
| of 


nor ; 


The blind guide forſaken: 
ing inquiſitive of the truth ; if wee 
doe but look upog the commande- 


ment of the Lord, Seeke and yee ſball ub. yy. 
finde : or that of Saint Poul, Prove all 1 Theg's. 


things, bold faſt that which # ooad., or **: 


that of Saint John, (Beloved) beleeve , Lob.q t, 


not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits whe 


' ther they are of God, becauſe many falſe 


Prophets aye gone out anto the world: 


| or the example of thoſe of Beyea, 
- ? being commended for that They A 17.78 


vic} © ſearched the Scriptures dayly, to ſee if 


thoſe things were ſotbat Saint Paul de 


* livered unto them, And if it bee ſo 


that wee be ſaved by the truth a- 
lone, have I nor (think you) a no- 
table intereſt in the knowledge of 
it « And how ſhould I know ir 
without a ſerious enquiry and dili- 
gent ſearch, ſecing that great diver- 
ſiry of opinions , and thoſe yarious 
fallacies, which Saran,envying our 
ſalvation, hath ſer on foor in the 
world thereby wickedly to ſeduce 

B 4 the 
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the greateſt part of men , which have Bu 


not __— the love of the truth that mm 

they might be ſaved, and are ftronghy de- wm 

ludzd to beleeve a hy. 49 C 
If there be any blame due to ſuch 

an enquiry, it is, cither becauſe I do 


{uppole that the Church of Rome 
may erre, whereas it was my duty, 'a 
as is pretended, to reſt my ſelfe up- #t 
onthe faith of the Prelates , Or it 
is becauſe my judgement is failing, 
and it is therefore not ſafe for mee | 
rocommit my ſelfro the truſt of ir. 
But I anſwer, that neither the 
one nor the other of theſe reaſons 
ought to have hindred me from the 
ſearch of the truth: not the firſt, for © 
ſeeing that great accuſation that is 3 
laid againſt the Church of Rome, 2 
by an infinite ſort of perſons of all '? 
quality & conditions: and that abct- 
ted by whole” Kingdomes, ſealed * 
with the blood of many millions 3% 
of pcrſons , who choſe rather to 
. ſuffer | 


«a ##q _ os gat Hs my 
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ſuffer the moſt extreame puniſh-. 
har *m-nt, then to remaine in her Com- 
de. munion: And alſo that the Eaſtern 
Churches have beene for ſo many 
ch yeares divided from her: Could 1 
Gon any juſt ground without cog- 
ne Iniſance of the cauſe to flight ſuch 
yY, anaccuſarion, being intereflcd here 
p- #zbynoleſſe intereſt,then of my cter- 
'1t 7} nall ſalvation or damnation © Or 
9, © how (Ibeſcech you) hath it beene 
ce | broughtto paſſe, that the Jews have 
it, *,, beene ſeparated trom their Syn1- 
he .; gogues, or the Gentiles have quit- 
ns * red their Idols, which had fo long 
he — time raigned with 'them 2 unleſle 
or * wee would that the Greeks ſhould 
is + range themſclves in communion 
e, #4 withus, orthatthe Jews, and Ma- 
11 '? hometans , ſhould embrace the 
t- 3} Chriiſtianrelizion,without ſo much 
xd 7 asenquiring the truth ofit. I would 
ns * faine {ce any man ſhew mee out of 
to } theold, or new Teſtament, that it 
- is 


The blind guide forſaken. 
is ſaid of the Church of Rome,that 


ſhee is free from errour morethen 2 
the Greek Church. Yea, on the © 
contrary, I find the Greek Church 


more commended then the Ro- 
mane : For firſt of all, it is app1- 
rent, thatthe Greek was in being 
ſome yeares before the Church of 
Rome, and was alſo governed by a 
greater number of the Apoſtles, 
who allo writ the new Teſtament 
in their Language : Yea, and thar 
Saint Paul writing to the Romans, 
doth yet make uſe of the Greeke 
tongue, and ſpeaking of them,doth 
ordinarily comprehend them , and 
all other Gentiles under the name 
of Greeks, whereas he never com- 
prehendeth the Greeks under the 
name of Romans ; notwithſtand- 
ing, that at the my ſame time the 
Greeks were then ſubjes unto the 
Romans. And it is obſervable,thart 
this great Apoſtle ( fore-ſceing by 

the 


% 
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The bliud 2uide forſaken. 
the ſpirit of God) tharthe Church 
Z of Rome would lift it ſclfe up by 
this title of Infallibiley above o- 
ther churches,uſfeth fuch advertife- 
ments and Menaces in that Epiſtle, 
which hee addreficd unto her, the 
like whereof are not found, cither 
! for number or for quality, in thoſc 
i which he writeth unto other Chur- 
{ ches. Boaft nor, ſaith hee, againſiihe 
branches, far if thou boaſt, thou beareſs \c.., 


' moe the vox, but the root thee, And 
+ againe, Be not high minded, but feare. 


* And againe, 1f God ſpared not the n= 
wwrall branches, take heed left bre alſo 
ſpare not thee, Finally, If thow con- 
tinge not in his goodnefſe , thou al. 


! ſo ſbalt be cut off, Words confiſt- 


ing of ſuch thunder, that they doe 
_ _ unto = _ infallibt- 
ty of Rome, and her ſupertori 

above other Churches, hey 2: 
maze the ſimple people with the 
ſound of thoſe wan. of the A- 
poltle, 


The blind guide forſaken. 
p_ , calling the Church the Pil- 
ar 


and ground of truth; that which * 


E ſhall not now deny. But what 
Church was it that hee {o named ? 
by no means the Church of Rome, 
whercin Timortby did not atall con» 
verſc. And it is apparent by the 
text of the Apoſtle, that hee ſpeak- 
cth of that Church, where Tzmorby 
was converſant. And ir was the 
Church of ſw wherem this 


bleſfed Diſcip had his converſa- ' 


tion. Seeing then that notwith- 
ſtanding this Title of the Pillar,and 
ground of Trugh given by the Apo- 
ftle unto the Church of Ephefas , 
this Church hath failed , as it ap- 
pearcth even inthat the Church of 
Rome hath excommunicated the 
-Eafterns Churches, of which rhe 
Church of Epheſw is a part, How 
can it be thar theſe Titles of the 
Pillar and ground of truth nor a- 
Scnibed at all unto the Church of 
Rome, 


. - 
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The blind guide forſaken. 
Rome; the Romans Church ſhould 
be averred infallible Since then, 
* thatthe Church of Rome doth nor 
at all appeare unto mee to be the 

- Pillar of Truth , what reaſon have 
I to eſteeme her ſo, more then rhe 
Church of the Proteſtants , where 

I ſee the Truth of the word of God 
to be radiant on all ſides £ And tor 
*any man to alledge, thar it is our 
' duty to repoſe our ſelves upon the 
Faith ofour Paſtors, is of no force; 
for we ſhould by no meanes hold it 
;o00d, Thar the Proteſtants, Greeks, 

- and Jewes, or the Mahometanecs, 
ſhould repoſe themſelves upon the 

. faith of their Inſtructors. For. by 
; this Rule it ſhould beboove every 
s one to remain, and continue in that 
| Religion, which he hath received, 
i how ever falſe or wicked it bee. 
3 True it is indeed, thar if the Paſtors 
7 onely were engaged to render an 
account unto God, as for them- 
(clves, 


The blind guide forſaken, 
ſelves, ſo alſo for thoſe that are 


commutted unto them. Burt the Sy 
Apoſtle doth expreſly declare unto Ae 
us,that every one ſhal render an ac+ x 
count for himſelfe unto God ; And & 


the Judge of the world doth ad- 
vertife us of the danger that doth 
lyc in rep-ſ{ing roo much truſt upon 
Cs of the Prelats , where * 
he telleth the Doctors of the Jews, * 
That they are blinde and leaders of © 
the blinde : And that if the blinde | 

lead the blinde , they ſhall both fall 
into the ditch. Neither yet will it 
availetoſay , that we ought not to 


referre our {elves unto ow owne 


particular judgement, {9 2s to cruſt 
ro our one apprehenſtons, or con- 
ccits in things of ſo great impor- 
tance. For ordinarily the more 
weighty the matter is, the eſſe we 
rely thercin , upon others judge- 


ments,without good knowledge of 31 


the cauſe, And would any man rc+ 
quire 


The blandguide forſaken. 


are Fquire in this grand controverhe 
the FF which doth comprehend init(upon 
no Ahe point) all controverſies of theſe 
ac+ -ximes: to wit, whether che Church 
nd of Rome bee the trac Church or 
d- Mor, that contrary to all kinde of 
th Sapparance wee ſhould admir of the 
of hurch of Rome i ſelfe to bee 
ere YJudge and Arbitrer of the matter © 


vs, Fbcing rhe party intereſſed in the 
of complaint, and that is engaged to 
de pronounce ſentence in favour of 


fall her owne caulc, upon no leſſe paine 
it phenthe loſle of her dignitics and 
ro revenues, 
ne ,* Adde unto this, that for mee to, 
1ſt commit my ſelte unto the Tecſti« 
n- Zmonic of tne Romance Church, ir 
r- was nxcllary , Firſt, that I ſhould 
re FIknow th&.truc Church , and thar [ 
ve nom ddr that which is falſe 
e- 'Janderroneous,8: that I be ſatisfied, 
of 3thart ſuch authority doth belong 
| unto her, that which I can by no 
meanes 


re 
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meanes compaſſe without making 
uſe of mine owne judgement , nor 
yet without examinarion or triall 


of her doctrine. For if the Church ©; 
be the Pillar of truth, I cannot diſ- 


cerne betweene the Pillar of truth 
and the Pillar of faſhood, but in 


diſcerning betweene the truth and | 


falſhood it ſelfe. That my judge« 
ment is by no meanes infallible, 1 


know it very well, butas 1 ceaſe | 
not to make uſe of the judgement þ 


of my {cnſes to diſcerne betweene 
ltehr and darknefle, Nevertheleſle, 
chat it may come to paſle , that my 


ſen'e may deceive me: AndthatT j 


ſhould commit my ſclfe therein 
unto anothers judgement, it were 
even to confeſle that I iny ſelf were 
blinde. In like manner, though my 


underſtanding be ſubje& to error | 


and miſtake ; yet however it be, it 
is the eye of my ſoule, and if I 
make nct uſe thereof to diſcerne 

betweene 


L 
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betweene the light of Truth, -ag1 
the darkneſſc of talſhood and error: 


| but without any cogniſance of the 
» matter, put my felfe over unto the 
& judgement of another ; it is an ar- 


gument that I am yet in my natu- 
rall blindnefle : which is contrary 


J to the words of ourLord Jcſus,who 


rellerh us, that for this end he came 
into the world, that they which ſee 
not might ſee. And his Apoſtletel- 


 leth us, That be hath delivered us from 


the power of darineſſe, and bath made us 
meet to be” partakers of the mheritance 
of the Saints in light. His Kingdome 


8 is (bv no meanes) a Kingdome of 


blind-men : neither hath he called 
us out of darknefſe into his mer- 
vailous light, that we ſhould ly ſtill 
in our owne blindnefle and igno- 


I rance. And therefore the Apoſtle 


that wil have us be childrz in malice, 
wil yet have us be men in underft 


T 


lobn 9. 


Coloſ 1-13 
IJ» 


1 (14. 
20, 


ng, 2nd that wee ſhould have owr ——_ 


C ſenſes 
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ſenſes exerciſed to diſcerns berwixt good 
and evill, 

At leaſt, if we ought not to rely 
upon our owne judgement , yet ,: 
ought we to aſſure our ſelves upon Þ 
that promiſe of our Lord Jeſus : 
Ask and you ſball recerve, knock and it 
ſhall bee opened uno you. If yee be- | 
ing evill , know how to give good | 
gifts unto _ children,how much 
more ſhall your heavenly Father 
give the holy Spirit to them that 7 
askit of him. And if any man doe che 
will of God, be ſhall know of the doArine 
whether it be of God. | 

And againe , If any man lack wiſe- 
dome, let him ark it of God that givath 
wo all men liberally. Now for me, I 
have entertained this beliefe and 
perſwafion , that I cannot remaine $ 
in the profeſſion of the Romane * 
Faith, without hurting my conſci- 
ence with many mortall wounds : 
not without my requeſt firſt made 
| unto 


The blind guide forſaken. 
unto the Father of lights, in the 
name of his well-beloved Sonne, 
$ and that in faith, without wavering 
at all , and oftentimes with teares 


pon 2 and groancs according as it pleaſerh 


his Spirit to help mine infirmities, 
J and was induced thereto by fre- 
JF quent reading of his holy word 
without any other motive, but that 
I might glorifie God by the falva- 
tion of my ſoule, and the edificari- 
: onof my ncighbour , and for the 
| reaſons which I ſhall here ſuccin- 
ly declare. 

And firſt of all, I could not have 
perſcvered inthe Church of Rome, 
without participating of the facri- 
fice of the Maſſe, and leaning unto 
them that pretend ro offer up the 
true and reall hody and bloud of 
Chriſt Jeſus our Saviour, ina true, 
reall, and propitiatory ſacrifice for 
the ſinnes of the quick and dead. 

Now I find inthe word of _ 

raar 
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Trent. Seſſ. 
23.C48.3+ 


20 


Ierem, 9.3% 
Levit.10. 1. 


The blind guide forſaken. 

that it is offenſive unto him to at- 
tempt any kind of ſacrificing which 
he himſclfe hath not ordained ; a1 
10 offer any thing which he himſelfe hath 
0: commanded. 1 demand therefore 
that it be ſhewed unto mee in the 
Scripture cither of the old or new 
Teſtament , that that kind of ſacri- 
fice, which the Roman Prieſts take 
upon them, was ordained by God 
himſelfe , and that they have his 
command fur their ſacrificing of 
his onely begotten Sonne. They 
produce indeed the figure of Mel-. 
chiſedech to bee the foundation of 
that their ſacrifice. Bur this is a 
Type which will no way fit them : 
For what conſequence (1 beſcech 
you) is there in this 2 That becauſe 
Melchiſedech offered Bread & Wine 
unto God : Therefore the Prieſt of 
the new Covenant vught to ſacri- 5 
fice unto God the body and bloud 
of Jcſus Chriſt, for the remilſion of 

ſinnes, 


The blind guide forſaken. 
finnes. Now for the preſent I will 
not debate the _ whether Mel. 
thiſedech offered unto God or no, 
Howbeit, that we ſce plainly inthe 
Text, that the word (to offer) is nor 
at all there found , no not in the ve- 
ry Authentique Tranſlation of the 
Church of Rome it ſclfe : Bur in- 
ſtead thereof the word there 1s (to 
bring forth or ſer before: ) Andir 

appeareth that the bread and wine 
was preſented unto Abraham & his 
people, in as much 3s itis ſaid that 
they did cat thereof: And ſo Car- 
dinall Cajeran on this text doth at- 
tribute this ation unto the Kingly 
liberality of Afelchiſedech in refreſh- 
ing Abrahams & his men, as he doth 
ground the Prieſtly dignity of Met- 
chiſedech , upon his giving the bleſ\- 
ſing unto Abrahaw, But admit Mets 
chiſedech had offered it unto God : Ir 
would have more likelyhood to 
ſay that as Melchiſedech uffercd unto 
C3 God 


b 
e 
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God bread and wine in thankſgji- 


ving for the victory which Abraham 
had atchicved againſt thoſe Kings, 


which were overthrowne by him 7? 


in batraile : ſo likewiſe the Prieſts } 
of Rome doe offer bread and wine | 
unto God in thankſgiving for the | 
victory which God beſtowed on us 
in ChriſtJeſus over finne and death, 
which hee deſtroyed upon the day 
of the combat of his ſufferings ; 


whence it was , that the ancient F 


Church called the bread and wine 
of the holy Supper , the Euchari- 
ſtique Bread and Wine : to wit,that 
which is imployed and uſed in gra- 
tification, and returning of thanks 
unto God. But not to inſiſt upon 
theſe conſequences , I ſay that our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt was hee alone 
that was repreſented by the figure * 
of Melchef, 
whom they pretend to be hisCom- 
miſſaries , and Vacars in the w_ 
neſſe 


þ, and not the Prieſts Y. 


The blind guide forſaken. 
neſſe of the Maſle : For as it appea- 


reth by the Teſtimonies of Scrip- 
ture, that Chriſt Jeſus was preft- 


* gured by Melebiſedech, ſo by it, it is 


alſo evident, that he alone was the 
paſſive object of that repreſentati- 
on, ſince it is not attributed unto 
any but unto him alone , as in Pſalw 


110. 4. The Lord hath fworne and will ?/* "10.4 


not repent, Thou art a Prieft for ever af- 
ter the ordey of Melchiſedech. W hich 


* Text of Scripture is repeated by 


the Apoſtle in the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrewes , where hetreateth of the 
Prieſthood of Chriſt Jeſus, and of 
the qualities thereof, where hee 
makes no mention of any other 
which ſhould be a Prieſt with him 


after the order of Melchiſedech: whence 


ir clearcly appearcth, that not only 
Melchiſedech was the Type of Chriſt 
Jeſus alone , but alſo that this re- 


ſemblance betwixt them doth can- 
fiſt not in any new kind of ſacrifice, 


C 4 bur 
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Lut inthe fimilitude of the perſons 
of Melchiſedech and Jeſus Chriſt. 
Whereof the one, (to wit) Melchi- 
ſedech is deſcribed by way of My-$ 
ſerie, to be without beginning of I 
dayes, or end of yeares , without 
Father, or without Mother, with- 
out deſcent ; the Prince of Peace, 
and an cternall Prieſt : qualitics,the 
truth and effe@ whereof are found 
in Chriſt Jeſus the high Prieſt of 
thenew Covenant, 

Now the ſame Apoſtle, which | 
in that ſame place doth treat of the 
Prieſthood of Chriſt Jeſus , accors« 
ding to the full extent of it, doth 
evidently deſtroy theſe pretended 
Romiſh ſacrifices, in that her giving 
the reaſons of the repetitions of the 
Moſaique ſacrifices, and grounding 
it upon the feeblenefle and inability 
that was in them to take away fins: 
he ſaith on the contrary , that Jeſus 
Chriſt having offered bemſelfe once up- 
on the Croſſe in ſacrifice , bath fully per- 

fefted 
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fefted our redemption. Whence it ne- 
ceſlarily followeth , thar all itera- 
tion of propitiatorie ſacrifice whe- 


-i ther bloudy or unbloudy (as they 


ſpeake y doth clearely oppole the 
exccllency of the ſacrifice of the 
Crofle, the efficacie whereof is in- 
finite and eternall : whence he doth 
alſo conclude, that there 1s no need 
of any more obJations for finne, 
where there is remiſſion thereof. 
Fort theſecond proofe, they pro- 
duce the words of the Lord Jeſus, 
where he ſaith (doerhis.) whereas ir 
is without all doubr , that thoſe 
words hae reference onely unto 


the precedent ation, For after that £4 


be had taken bread, broke it, and bleſſed 
it , and gave it 10 his Apoliles , that 
they might all eat thereof ,, according 10 
his commandement, he ſaith unto chem 
(Doe thes.) Even that which we allo 
are comanded to do,not to lacrifice 
his body and bloud, there being 


not a word ſpokento any ſuch pur- / 


pole, 
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poſe,but only to take the bread and 
break and blefle it, and afcer that to 
catit; aSalſototake the cup and 
drink it: as wellin memory of his 
ſacred perſon,as of his body which 
the day after was to betaken, deli- 
vered, and broken uponthe tree of 
the Crofle, and of his bloud ſhed 
for the remiſfion of finnes ; which 
is alſo the expoſition which the 
Apoſtle himſelfe makes of theſe 
words , This is my body ;, And this cap 
is the new Teſtament in my bloud , [ay- 
ing, 4 often as yee ſhall eat this bread 
and drink of this cup, yee ſew forth the 
Lords death till bee come. So farre off 
is it therefore that by theſe words 
of our Saviour , ( Doe this in remens + 
brance of mee ) wee ſhould have an 
Commandement to make a _ 
and ſubſtanriall ſacrifice of his bo- 
dy 1nd blood, that on the contrary 
they doe deſtroy the very founda- 
tion and ſubſiſtence of this pres 
tended 


The blind guide forſaken. 
tended ſacrifice ; for to doe that 
which the Lord then did in memo- 
ry of him, and rodeclare his death, 
doth preſuppoſe the abſence of his 
Body and Bloud ; the preſence 
whereof is on all points requiſite to 
the offcring up of a reall ſacrifice 
thereof, Add unto this , that the 
Lord Jeſus cannot be offered up in 
areall ſacrifice for remiſsion of ſins 
without ſuffering and dying , and 
that with effuſion of blood; where- 
as it appeareth even in the eyes of 
our adverſaries, that the Lord ha- 


27 


Heb 9.26. 


ving once dyed and riſen againe from tom 6. 


the dead gyerb againe no more, but that 
he is immorrall and glorious at the 
right hand of God his Father , and 
this is ſo clearely inferred by the 
Apoſtle,as if he had written it with 
the rayes of the Sunne, where hee 
$ ſaith, that Jeſw Chriſt did not offer 
himſeife often , (ecing that he is now ap- 
peared before the face of God. Other- 


wile 
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aech.g.:6. 'wiſe (ſaith hee) bee ſhould often have 
fuffered ſince the foundation of the world, 
joyning, Suffcring, & Oblation,to- 
gether as things inſeparable, where 
he treateth of the offering up of a 
living ſubſtance in reall ſacrifice for 
the remilſsion of finnes. , 
Againe, I could nor have re- 
mained in the communion with the 
Church of Rome, without adoring 
the hoaſt in the Maſſe. Now to a- 
dore that which the Scripture cal- 
leth Bread, &rthe fruir of the Vine, 
to ſhew whar it is in ſubſtance, as 
it ſtileth it the body and blood of 
Chriſt, to ſhew what it repreſents 
and ſignifies, is to beſtow upon the 
creature, the ſupreame and ſove- 
raign honour which belongeth on- 
ly unto the great God. And fince 
there is no Article in all the Chri- 
ſtian faith, nor any commandement 
of God , that ought to-bee more 
firmly beleeved,or more inviolably, 
obſerved 


The blind guide forſaken. 
obſerved then that which concern- 
eth the adoration of the true God. 
Whenſoever any would oblige us 
to tranſgreſle and violate this, wee 
are then principally engaged to re- 
tire our (elves trom the communt- 
on of that Church , which by her 
ordinan-es and ſervices doth en- 
gage us thereunto. 

Burt ſuch is the Church of Rome, 
for ſhe obligeth thoſe of her come 
munion to render ſoveraigne ſer- 
vice, and ſupream adoration, which 
ſhe calleth Larrzs, which ſhee con- 
feſſeth to bee due to none bur to 
God, unto the Euchariſt , which I 
beleceve to be but a creature , holy 
and precious indeed , but not the 
great and erernall God, nor the Re- 
deemer of mankind. 

They urge on their fides,that our 
Saviour preſenting the Bread and 


the cup of the Euchariſt unto his * 


Diſciples, ſaid unto them, to wir, 
of 


a9 
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of the bread (This is my body) and of 
che wine (Thes is my blood.) Now 
this I ireely grant and confeſſe. But 
withall, I demand whether thar 
which Jeſus Chriſt gave unto his 
Diſciples, whereof he ſaid, Take,ear, 
this is my body , were not altogether 
the very ſame ſubſtance with that, 
which he took firſt of all, & which 
hee alſo did breake and bleſſed, This 
can by no means be denied, unleſſe 
they will denie the very proper 
words, and context of the Evange- 
liſts and the Apoſtle: for it is even 
ſo delivered by thoſe holy Writers 
themſelves. Jeſus rooke bread , and 
when hee had grven thanks hee brake it, 
and gave it 10 bis Diſciple ſaying, This 
is my body. And therfore the Apoſtle 
alſo ſpeaking of the Euchariſt,even 
after the Conſecration, calleth ir 
three times by the name of Bread, 
And that it may not be ſaid,that by 
this word bread , the Apoſtle in- 
renleth 
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tendeth to ſpeake of Chriſt Jeſus 
bimſclfe , who calleth himſelfe che Ts; 
bread of life, he doth diſtinguiſh this 7" FL 
bread from Chriſt Jeſus in ſub- 
ſtance, ſaying, The bread we break is * cwr.10. 
the communion of the body of Chriſt. '© 
And in as much as the Lord hath 
called the Bread , which hee took, 

and brake , and gave unto his Di- 
ſciples, bes body, it appearcth plainly 

he ſpoke figuratively , it being im» 


poſsible that the bread ſhould bee 


his body otherwiſe then in the way 
and manner of a Sacrament (or my- 
ſteric) as it is ſaid of the ſeven Kine Gn 41- 
that they are ſeven yeares : that the bones x... 
are the whole houſe of Uſrael. 
 Andof Jcſus Chriſt , That hee is cr. 11. 
che Rock and the Lamb of God: not 
certainly that hee was tranſub- 
ſtantiated into a Rock or a Lamb, 
but ſignified and repreſented , by 
this Rock and this beaſt: and ac- 
cording to this manner of ſpeech, 

the 


ZZ 
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the Scripture calleth tbe Ark of the 
Covenant, by the name of God him- 
ſelfe, not that it-was God in ſub- 
ſtance,but for as much as it was un- 
to the children of Iſracl a Symbol 
and a Teſtimony of his favourable 
preſence. And becauſe this Ark in 
thetime of its aſcenſion, did ſignifie 
the great exaltation of God in Jeſus 
Chriſt his Sonne; therefore God 
is ſaid to have aſcended in the A- 
ſcenſion of this Ark. 

Now it is of no weight art all to 
reply, that the Lord ſpeaking theſe 
words , This is my body , inſtituted a 
Sacrament , and that being then 
n-ere unto his death, hee made his 
Will, and declared his laſt inten- 
tions, 

Circumſtances,which in the lan- 
euage of theDoCtors of theChurch 
of Rome doc require words to be 
taken in their proper and naturall 
ftenification, and not in ary figura- 

tive 
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tiveſenſe: for as to the firſt, it is 
ordinarily found , that the words 
which the Lord uſcth, as well in 
the old as inthe new Teſtament, 4n 
the inſtitution of the' Sacrament, 
have bin undeniably figurative. So 
circumciſion is called the Covenane G*v.17.10 
and Comrat# betweene God and men : 
thar is to ſay (as it is expounded) the 11. 
lene of that league and covenam.. And 
the Paſchal Lambyin the inſticution, 
is called the Paſſeover of the Lord, £9413. 

The Church of Rome will have © 
that to be ſaid of the Sacratnent of 
Bapriſme,which ourSaviour ſpeak- 
cth of in the third of S. Jobn,faying, 
Except 4 man be borne againe of nater, 
and the holy Ghoſt, bee cannos enter into 
the Kingdome of God. | 

Now who feeth not that theſc 
rermes are figurative, and that the 
word (to be borne) is taken out of its 
native fignification, to fignifica ſpi- 
rityall and an internall birth? In 

D like 
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like manner then, as Jeſus Chriſt in- 
ſtituting the Sacrament of his bloud 
under the Symbol of wine, faith, 
That the Cup i the new Teſtament, 
which cannot be underſtood but by 

a Trope and figure: Even ſo when 
he inſtituted the Sacrament of his 
Body, under the figne of Bread, hee 
ſaith, That the Bread is his Body: That 
Tow. isto lay, (as alſo an ancient Father 
expoundeth it) the figure of his bo- 

dy : cailing the Sacrament which 
ſienifieth, by the name of the thing 
which is ſignified thereby. And as 
little will it availe to ſay , that the 
Lord there made his Will and Te- 
ſtament , and was now. necre unto 
his death : for even after the inſti- 
tution of the Euchariſt , alſo wee 
hind: him ſpeaking by figures , as 
where he ſaith unto S.Perer , That 
11.22.31. Satan had a deſire t0 winnow bim as 
Wheat : And where hee ſpeaketh of 
26. buying a ſword, &when he calleth 
him- 
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himſelfe 4 greene Tree, and (tyleth 
thoſe that are obſtinate & dry Tree, ©*4-23-3" 
But what ( Ipray you) when hee 
hanged upon the Croſle, did he not 
hen more openly declare his laſt 
vil or intentions? or was he not the 
more neere unto death { notwith- 
anding , even there hee expreſ- 
cth himſclfe by figurative termes : 
is when hee ſaith unto his be- 
ved Diſciple, Sonne behold thy Mo ; 1s. 16 
ker , And to his Mother, #oman be- 27: 
wid thy Sonne : For to ſpeak properly 
d. John was not ar all the ſonne of 
Mary, nor yet Mary the mother of 
>. John: much leſſe was Saint Fohn 
anſubſtantiated into Jeſus Chriſt, 
e Son of the Virgin, northe mo« 
er of our Lord into the mother 
f Saint John. Yea, the ſame Lord 
hich ſaid ofthe Bread , This is my £15 2:.19: 
ody, hath hee not alſo ſaid of him- 
lfe, I am the doore of the Sheep-fold 2 10b-10.7- 
t he hath ſaid that his fleſh 1S meat lob.6.55. 
D 2: indeed 
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indeed , hath hee not as well ſaid, 
toh.15.1. am the true Vine, and my Father is the 
husbandman 2 If hee hath ſpoken of 
7o.6.53- eating has fleſh, and drinking bis blood, 
hath he not alſo ſpoken of comming 
2.6.17, #10 bim, of bungring after higs, of re: 
maiming in hin , and of drinking of th: 
water which hee ſhould grve, that is tc 
ſay, of his Spirit £ Ir being the cu 
{tom of his eternal wiſdom through 
the whole courſe of his divine Ser 
mons, to make uſe of fieurative 
{pceches, and to repreſent ſpiritua 
things, by termes borrowed from 
things naturall and earthly : wher 
in allo his holy Apoſtles have im 
tated him, while they ſpeak unto ui 
<-m.13.14 of putting on the Lord Jeſws, of being 
waſhed ibis blood, and of drinking 
his ſpirit, of being ingrafted into the 
1 Cor.12, 4yof has fleſh , and of being buried wit 
£ him by baptiſme. Add here, thato 
Saviour forbiddeth inthe Goſpel 
that wee ſhould beleeve that hee | 
h 
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here or there, or an the deſart , or in M'.24 2; 
be ſecret chambers, or that we ſhould Cas 
ſeck him in places where hee 1s nor 
0 be found, becauſe after that be had #c6.1.;. 
y bimſelfe purged our ſwines , hee ſate 
Wonne on the right hand of the Ma- 
ie on high : And that hee him- 
ſclfe ſairh unto us , that wee ſhall nor _ 9 
have him alwayes tat he leacts thenorid en py 
0 goe 10 bus Father, And S. Peter tells 
us, that the heavens muſt containehim 47:3. 21. 
MW enlthe reſtauration of all things. And 
therefore the Apoſtle doth allo ad- 
moniſh us, to ſeek Jeſus Chriſt not up- 
onearth, bat above wheres hze is on the 
right band of God : deſigning forth 
unto us the place whither hee i; 
aſcended, and where hee is now to 
be ſought of us. Which Texts of 
Scripture are all plaine and evident 
againſt the pretended tranſubſtan. 
tiation of Rome, and carnall pre- 
ſence of the body of our Saviour in 
the Sacrament. 
D x Ani 
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And moreover , I could not re- 
maine in that Communion which 
doth by a publick and Ecclefiaſti- 
call conſtirution interdi& unto the 
faithfull the uſe of the cup of the 
recious blood of the Lord, where- 
y they are redeeined , and doth 
forbid the Paſtors to doe that in be» 
halfe of their lock , which Chriſt 
Jeſus the great Shepheard of ſoules 
did in behalfe of his Diſciples, who 
at his Table, and in his preſence 
held the rank and condition of the 
flock, and not of Paſtours , as the 
Church of Rome would have ir. 
Now this prohibition is injurious 
to Jeſus Chriſt, in that it is contrary 
both unto what hee did , and alſo 
commanded to be done, contrary 
unto the praQtice of the Apoſtles, 
and of all the ancient Church, as is 
well knowne unto Rome it ſelte. 
But what have they to oppole unto 
cheſe words of the Lord himſclfe, 
| Drink 


The blind guide forſaken: 
Drink yee all of it * Orto the teſti- 
mony of the Evangeliſt , which at- 
firmeth char they aff drank: which 
is not ſo cxaQly delivered of the 
Bread, either in reſpect of the com- 
mand , or the execution, or pertor- 
mance of it, Neither canthis bee 
deluded by the ſubtiltics of con- 
comitance ( as they ſpeake) which 
hath no other Bafis or foundation 
but that of Tranſubſtantiation , nor 
yet diſanulled by any pretended or 
imaginary inconvenience : for that 
would be therein injurious unto Je- 
{us Chriſt, as if his cternall wiſdom 
had failed of diſcretion or provi- 
dence , in that which concerneth 
the participation of the cup of his 
bloud : The Apoſtle who under- 
ſtood the intention of the Lord bet- 
terthen all the Roman Church »/- 
ſembled at Conflance , as he himlclt 
declareth, that he had received it from 
the Lord ,, ſo he commanderh every 
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one both ro eas of this bread, and drink 
of this cup, but yet ſo as they exa- 
mine themſelves before hand : whence 
I inferre this conſequence, that as 
the Commandement of examinati- 
on of a mans ſelf, cannot be reſtrai- 
ned unto the Prieſt alone : ſo nei- 
ther can the Commandement of 
drinking of the Cup of the Lord, 
And in the ſame place the Apoſtle 
willeth , that who ſo partaketh of 
the bread & wine of the Euchariſt, 
ſhould ſhew the Lords death, that is to 
ſay, that hee doth repreſent it unto 
himſclfe, by the holy figne of rhe 
blood and body of Chriſt Jeſus, 
and that as the Bread is broken,and 
the Wine powredinto the Cup,and 
from thence into our mouthes, ſo 
the holy fleſh of the Lord was bro- 
ken for us , and his blood ſhed for 
the remiſsjon of our finnes. Now 
this repreſentation cannot be made 
but by the Communion under both 
kinds; where the ſigne of the Body, 
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that is ro ſay, the Bread, js tiken a- 
part from the ſigne of his blood. 
which is the wine. But thele Ma- 
ſters which doe thus at their plea- 
ſure forbid the Cup of the Lord, 
make no conſcience at all of repre- 
ſenting the holy Euchariſt , which 
is the perfet and compleat ban- 
quet of our ſoules, by an impzrtect 
nouriſhment, and the Lords Table, 
by an inſufficient or defeCtive tablc, 
where there is no drink at all re- 
ceived. No man doubteth but rhat 
the holy Euchariſt 1s a Sacrament, 
and in that it 15a Sacrament, it is a 
ſ12ne, and a fiene of Jeſus Chriſt, as 
the meat and drink of our fouls : 
This ſigne then ought to be entire 
and perfe& unto our ſenſes judge- 
ment , ſince that which is ſignified 
is moſt perfe&t and accompliſhed 
for the nouriſhment of our ſoules, 
to wit, Chriſt Jeſus. And who will 
ſay that that nouriſhment is entbe 
an 
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The blind guide forſaken. 

and perfet where drink is want- 
ing © This is therefore to [maime 
the Euchariſt and the Sacrament, in 
that which is moſt efſentiall unto ir, 
that is to ſay, in its ſignification,and 
ſo to change it, nay, to deface it, 
& render it invalid, as a man ſhould 
do that ſhould diminiſh from Seales 
and Armories, which cannot bee 
done without changing of their na» 
ture : And therefore it was the ſay- 
ing of one of the Popes, That the 
diviſion of one and the ſame myſte- - 
rie (ſpeaking of the Euchariſt) can» 
not be done without a grand facri. 
ledge: and hee alſo ordained that 
the faithfull ſhould receive the Sa- 
crament entire, or clle that they 
ſhould altogether abſtaine from it. 
This abridgement of curtalling of 
theSacrament is ſo hard&rigorous, 
that I am not affraid to ſay, that 
there are a great number of perſons 
both of quality an41 honeſty, and of 

learning 
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learning in the Church of Rome, 
that I ſhould willingly admit for 
Judges in this cauſe, that have a 
long time groaned under this yoke, 
not daring to complaine,who faint- 
ing in their ſoules after this blefled 
Cup, as they doe alſo hunger after 
the ſacred fleſh of our Savivur, doe 
defire it not without great ardor of 
affefion. For that they are not ig- 
norant of the meaning of the voyce 
of the great Sepheard, which faith 

. unto them, That hzs blood is drink in. 70a 6. 
deed: And which crieth out unto his 
ſheepe, That whoſoever eaterh not his 
fleſh , and drinketh not bis blood, bath 
no life in himſelfe. Texts ſo much the 
more urgent againſt that prohibi- 
tion of the Church of Rome in this 
point, in that fhe her ſelf declareth, 
that they treat of the participation 
of the Lords Supper. 

In like manner I could not be {0 
great an hinderer unto my ſelfe as 
ro 
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to participate (with them) in the tn- 
vocation of Saints that are dead : 
nether could Ical on them in faith, 
{t- ce I finde neither command nor 
example for it through the whole 
word of God : nor invoke them 
without danger of attributing that 
unto the creature, which ts proper 
unto the Divinity, inthar I cannot 
call upon them without beleeving 
mn them. For (asthe Apoſtle fpeak- 
eth) How ſhall they call on him in whom 
they have not beleeved 2 nay , Fſhould 
thereby attribute unto them thoſe 
quahties, which exceed the condi» 
tion of creatures, as an infinite un- 
derſtanding, the knowledge of the 
thoughts of the heart , omnipre= 
ſence in all places, an incompre- 
benfible power and divine ſervices. 
The whole Scripture, and princi- 
pally that of the new Teſtamenc 
teacheth us to call upon G OD 
through his Sonne Jeſus Chriſt, 

whom 
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whom it declareth i be our Adyocate 
when wie have ſinned ;, and that hee is **® 
able to ſave them 10 the uttermiſt that ncv.7.25/ 
come unto God by him , ſeting hee ever 
liveth to make interceſſion for them. 

And that through him wee have acceſſe 

by one Spirit unto the Father. And that £02. 13. 
in him wee have boldneſſe , and aca 
ceſſe with confidence by the faith which 

we? bave in him: And that there is |, ,. 
ont God, and one Mediator between: 
God and man, the man Chriſt Jeſus. 
Where the word (oe) dothimport 
unity and ſingularity as well inthe 
one as in the other without diffe- 
rence. Againe, that hee «5 our high 

Prieſt who bath compaſſion of our mn- 4.1, 15, 
firmities , inthat bee was in all poems 
tempted like as wee aye , yer without 
fonne , From whence the Apoſtle 
doth deduce a ſtrong per{waſive to 
carry us along to the throne of 
grace, with aſſurance of obtaining 
mercy, and to find grace to help us 
in 


46 The blind guide forſaken. 
inthetime of need, Yea, the Lord 
himſelfe doth declarethis with his 

1911.42 own mouth, ſhewing,that his Father 
= * heareth him alwayes , and that no man 

obu 16.23 . 
can come unto the Father but by bim, 
and that whatſoever wee ſhall ak the 
Father in his name hee will give it us. 
And for this reaſon it is, that hee is 
repreſented unto us with 4 golden 
Cenſer , offering up the prayers of the 

Sams. 

Bur above all this,is that ſweet 8& 
. paternall voyce which ſhould even 
comfort our ſoules, and fill them 
with joy , as often as wee heare it 
reſounding unto the cares of our 
Mat.n1.u8 hearts. Come unto mee all yee that la. 
bour, and are heavie laden , and I will 
give jou reft. After ſo many urgent 
Texts, it is impoſsible for mee to 
eſtrange my ſclf, be it never ſo little 
from this living fountain of Grace, 
to ſecke our Ciſternes that hold no 
ſuch,nor ſo wholeſom waters, or to 
rurne 


The blind guide forſaken. 
rurne afide,be it never ſo little with- 
out deſpiſing of rhe voyce of this 
ſweet Mcdiator,or diſtruſting in my 
| ſelfe of his mercy and efficacious 
vertue: Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour 
calleth me unto him. The Scrip- 
ture addrefleth us not at all to any 
others: Ir ſpeaketh nothing of in- 
vocating Angels or dead Saints,nor 
yet of any Advocatreſle or Media- 
trix towards God : but of one onely 
Chrift Jeſus. Now fince this is ſo 
in conſcience (Sir) what have Ito 
doe but to attend unto the voyce of 
my Shepheard which calleth mee; 
And as a faithfull Sheepe to diſco- 


ver unto him my blemiſhes, to lay *' 


open my wounds and breaches un- 
to him , to make him acquainted 
with my languiſhings , thatI may 
bee filled in my hunger , way bee 
cleanſed from my ſpots, healed of 
= wounds, ſtrengthened and con- 
ſolidated in my breaches * and =_ 

that 
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that I ſhould provoke him to 2 juſt 
jealouhe , offend him in his Pricſt- 
hood, undervalue him in his inter- 
ceſsion, and not onely intrude upon 
him Riv3lls in this office, but alfo 
to make them more ſweet, & more 
mercifull, and more acceſsible then 
hee, as if wee ſhould perſwade our 
ſclves, as ſome of the Church of 
Rome have written, that inthe di- 
{tribution of mercy and juſtice, his 
holy Mother reſerved mercy unto 
her, leaving juſtice and vengeance 
unto him , words which doe injure 
us benigne and mercifull Saviour, 
in that which he holds moſt deare, 
and wherein h:e hath placed his 
chicleſt glory;lt being his will,that 
wee ſhould learne this by his ex- 
ample , for that bee is meeke and lonly 
in heart. 

Yer turther, I could not perſe- 
vereinthe Romane Church, with- 
out proſtrating my ſclf before Ima- 
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goes, and communicating in thoſe 
ſervices, which are tendred unto 
them, contrary to the expreſle pro- 
hibition of God, ſo many times re- 
iterated in his word. And who in- 
deed can excuſe Rome, for having 
raſed the ſecond Commandement, 
written with the finger of God him- 
ſelfe, out of the Tables of the Law; 
wherein hee doth forbid firſt of all 
that we ſhould make any Image of bim- = xod.z0. 
ſelfe : Secondly, that wee ſhould adoxe 050301, 
and give religious ſervice uniy the I © 

e of any creammre, I know how ſhe 
undertaketh the defence |bf her 
Cauſe by diſtintions : But they 
are ſuch which neither have, nor 
can findeany ſolid foundation ar all 
ro ſupport them, againſt ſo expreſle 
and cleare prohibition of G O D, 
Two great abuſes are conſiderable 
in this point. The firſt is, That the 
Images graven or painted tÞ repre- 
[cnt the holy Trinity are falſe and 
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lying, which deſtroy both the uni- 
ty of the divine Eflence, and the 
Cocquality of the ſacred Perſons, 
For the Father in this incffable my- 
ſteric is neither man nor Pope , and 
yet notwithſtanding hee is repre- 
ſented in the forme of a man, in 
ponrificall apparell , yea, the ſame 
perſon is ſo ſet forth as a gray old 
man, in reſpect of that of the Son, 
which is a repreſentation full of 
falſhood, and injurious to this ſo 
high and holy a myſterie , wherein 
the Father is no whit more ancient 
then the Son, the Sonne being co- 
eternall with the Father: God ha- 
ving alſo ſaid in his holy word, To 
whom will yee ken mee 9 I entreat the 
Reader to read attentively the 
fourthChapter of Dexeronomie con- 
cerning this point, 

The ſecond abuſe is, that there 
are many that perſ[wade them- 
ſelves, that there do refide inſome 

Images 
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Images certaine extraordiqary ver- 
rues, in ſo much that one of the 
moſt noted Doors of the Church 
of Rome, goes {o farre as to ſay, 
That things inanimate being conſe- 
crated , doe atraine certairſe vertue 
in themſelves. And theit ations 
ſpeake more plain:ly then their 
words. To wit, the voyages of ſo 
many Pilgrimes unto the places 
where certain Images of Saints are 
kept; which are (as they hold) of . 
extraordinary force, in token wher- 
of they are not touched :withour 
great Humility, They ate ſerved 
with burning Lamps, Candles, Fu- 
migations, Incenſes , and frequent 
Prayers that are made before them 
by perſons proſtrate ar their feer. 
And to ſpeak in conſcience (Sir) is 
not this to diſhonor.the great God, 
who is a pure Spirit, and will bee 
ſerved in ſpirit and truth 2 Nay 
more, is it not cven to diſhonour 
E 2 
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our {clves(who are made according 
ro his image and reſemblance) to 
debaſe our ſclves thus before dead 
images, and not only dead in them- 
ſelves, but mortiferous unto us * Is 
not this to offer outrage unto Jeſus 
Chriſt the King of Glory , unto 
whom we havethe honor to apper- 
taine; That his members ſhould 
bow the knee before wood and 
ſtone £ Is this, as the Scripture 
reacherth us, to lift up our thoughts 
unto heaven, and to fix them upon 
Chriſt Jeſus, who is at theglorious 
right hand of the Father * ors this 
indeed to honour as wee ought his 
moſt bleſſed Mother, who is cx- 
alted ro ſo high a degree of Glory, 
to ſcek for her in trees , and Caves 
. undgrthe earth, and there to pro» 
ſtrate our bodies,which are the my- 
ſticall and living Temples of the 
holy Ghoſt : It were farre better 
for usto obey rhe voyce of Chriſt 
| | Ieſus, 


The blind guide forſaken. 53 * 
Jeſus , ſaying to the woman of S4- 
maria, That God i a Spirit ,, and they 19" 4-14: 
that worſhip ham ought co norſhip him in 
ſpiru and truth. 

Add here, that I could not be- 
leeve the pretended Purgatory of 
the'- Church of Rome , without 
diſhonouring my Saviour, and de- 
traſting from the value of his pre- 
cious death: For if the blood of 
Feſus Chriſt doth cleanſe us from all in, ,,,.. 
ro what purpoſe then is any other * 
Purgatory * If hee hath fully ſaril- 
hed for all our offences, to what 
end is it to forge any other ſatista- 
Rions, then that which conſiſts in. 
his obedience £ If he hath by bimſelfe ,,,, , 
purged our ſinnes, what need have we 
to be purged any more ? I confeſle 
indeed, as it is moſt true, that after 
our ſinnes are pardoned, God doth 
notceaſe to Thaſtiſe thoſe that are 
his, .but the end of ſuch chaſtile- 
ments, is that hee may exerciſe our 

843 humility, 
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The blind guide forſaken. 
humility , and for the amendment 
of our lives, and to retaine ns in his 
feare, not that he doth it by way of 
vengeance, or ſatisfation to his ju- 
ſtice , but 10 chaſten us as a loving Fa- 
ther , that wee ſhould net be condenmed 
with the world, But theſe morives or 
ends, can have no place at all in 
the Romane-Purgatoric , where 
there is no roome for merit or de- 
merit, as they ſpeak , beſides, that 
rhe paines thereof are ſtyled ſariſ- 
faQtions,to ſarisfie the divine juſtice, 
and not fatherly corre@ions or cha- 
ſtiſements : Away then with theſe 
vaine feares of theſe ſuppofirious 
flames , I hold it farre berter to re- 
poſe my ſelfe and my comfort up» 
on the words of the Apoſtle, 2 Co- 
rimbians 5.1. For we know, that if our 
earthly bouſe of this Tabernacle were 
diſſolved, we bave a buildeng of God, an 
houſe not made with hands , eternal in 
the heavens, And upon that yoyce 

which 
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which crieth from heaven, Apoe. 14. 
13. Bleſſed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth. Tea, ſaith the 
Spirit : for that they may reft from their 
labowrs. This is the confolation 
that Jeſus Chriſt gave unto the pc- 
nitent Thicfe, ſaying unto him at 
the houre cf his death: This day ſhal: 
thou be with me in Parad:ſe. Luk 24 43s 
Neither yet could I beleeve the 
merit of works , without oppo- 
ſing the grace of God, and the me- 
rit of Chriſt Jefus : For if cternall 
life be the efte of our merit, iris 
no more a free gift, no more an he- 
ritage puythaſed by the bloud of Chriſt 
Tefw , which is comrary to that 
which is written, By grace yow areſa- ,,,, , 
ved through faith , 2 that nar of your 
ſelves, it # the gift f God, not of wyts, 
auy man ſhould boaft. And agane, 
The wages of ſin & death 3 bat eg of nem 6ay 
God 6 trernall life through Teſms Chriſt 


our Lord, If it be ſo that wee ment 
| E 4 heaven 
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heaven by our works, who can ſay 
Luk.17.10. we are unprofuuable ſervants , even when 
we have done all that is commanded us * 
And yet the truth it ſelfe tells us ſo. 
They alledge that God doth re- 
compence our works with eternall 
life : and that our reward is great in 
heaven. But I anſwer, Thot this re- 
compence 1s by no means an effec 
of any merit founded inthe dignity 
of our works in reſpe& of eternall 
life, but rather an cftc of the in- 
eſtimable bounty of God ,. who 
dealeth with us as a Father with his 
children , regarding our. perſons 
which are deare, and pleaſing unto 
him in his welbeloved Son Chriſt 
Jeſus, in whom they arc juſtified 
and ſ{anRified , being members of 
his body, and his brethren. This 
perſwaſton of merit is growne unto 
{o great abuſe that the Church of 
Rome teacheth, not onely that a 
man may fulfll the Law of God in 
a 
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all points, but alſo that he may per- 

forme more good works then are 

cither enjoyned by Gods comand, 

vr then a man oweth unto God: 

And theſe they name by that inſo- 

lent ſtyle of ſupererogation : A do- 

Arine that cannot ſubſiſt but in a 

mind lifted up in the very hcight of 
Inſolence. If Saint 1amves could 

ſay (putting himſelfe into the num- 

ber of ſinners) that aw many things we 7.m 1... 
offend all , where is become the ſu- 
perfluity of our good works 2 If 
Solomon doth proteſt that there is xo 1 &eg, 8.46 
man in the world that finneth not , and 

that the juſt man falleth ſeaven times a 
day,where is our rightcouſnes, or at 

leaſt the reliques or ſuperabiidance 

of it It our righteouſneſſe ( that is 

to ſay, the pureſt of our works) ac- 
cording to the Prophet Eſay, be bu: 

like unto filthy raggs , where is this ſo 

ready, and eafic a poſſibility to ful- 

fill the Lawes of God that they 

. | dreame 
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dreame of : If we are commanded | lon 
#0 love God with all owr flrength, where Jthc 
will this ſuperogarion bee found * tha 
ſceing it is evident, according to fhe 
this precept, That it is impoſlible FRo 
ro doe any good that is not com- fina! 
manded to bee done ; unlefſe wee [Cl 
ſhould do more then our forces can bei 
beare,which is manifeſtly falſe,and Eco 
a very contradiction : Let us con- If ſo 
clude this point with the words of I ſuc 
two great Apoſtles. To him that fl ne 
knowtth to do g00d,(& doth it nor,to him || up 
I8 is finne ;,, And likewiſe, if there be any |} or 
veriue, any praiſe, think on theſe things. | Je 
Inſtead therfore of this vain confi- | h: 
dence & ſecurity in my own works, || al 
p/a.136.3. I will fay with David, If thow, Lord, | m 
ft mark iniquities , O Lord, who | rc 
ſhould fland > But there # forgrueneſſe | i! 
with thee, fc, And _ _ Emer not | © 


Iam 4.17. 


imo judgment with thy ſervant, for in thy | f 
1/a.143-2 fight ſhall no man lrving be juftified. ac 


To conclude ( Sir) 1 could no 
longer 
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longer ſubje& my ſelf unto rhe au- 


thority ofthe Pope, or obey him in 
that quality or condition in which 


he is propoſed by the Church of 
Rome, as the chiefe Prieſt ; Mo- 
narch , Husband, and Head of the 
Church : Titles which I beleevero 


” 


bee effentiall ro Chrift Teſw , and in- py. z. 
communicable to any other what- #s{-z. 


ſoever,and ſuch as S. Peter, whoſe 
ſucceſſor(the Pope calleth himſclf) 


never ſo much as thought to take © 


him , but ſtyled himſclfe as 


upon 

others..be Apoſile and ſervant of Chriſt » = 
25.26. 

Luk. 


Jeſm. Moreover, that our Saviour 
had formally and plainly forbidden 
all Dommarion or ſupenority a- 
moneſt his Apoſtles,which alſo we 
read to have beene obſcrved by 
them in their acts : where it appear- 
eth that Saint Petey was ſent by the 


Eph. g. 
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Apoſtles, and that he gaye them an _15;8..1 


account of his adminiſtration tc» 
wards the Gentiles. Nor could I 
admit 
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admit into my faith , that there is 
any ſuch txeaſure of the Church of 
that kind, as the Church of Rome 
frameth ir, to wit,confiſting as well 
of the ſuperabundant merits of the 
Saints, as of thoſe of Chriſt Teſws, 1 
being not able to beleeve the Con- 
junQure of things ſo uncquall and 
diſproportioned : yea, and ſeeing 
that though I ſhould acknowledge 
ſome merit in the ſufterings of he 
Saints z yet this pretended reſidue, 
or ſuperfluity muſt needs be alwaies 
injurious unto the excellency of the 
heavenly Glory , wherewith our 
works are recompenced infinitely 
above their value or deſert : For 1 
reckon (with the Apoſtle) That the 

Roms.18.: ſuſſerings of this preſent time are not 
worthy 10 bee compared with the Glory 
that ſhall be revealed in ws. 

The ſufferings of this boly Apo- 
ſtle, are of the moſt note and cele- 
brity of any that are inthe Church 
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1he blind guide forſaken. 6r 
of God, andthoſe unto which God 
had deſtinated him by appointment 
from heaven, ſaying, that bee would 47; g. to. 
ſbew bim bow great _ be muſt ſuſjer **- 
for bis names ſake. And yet notwirh- 
ſtanding this holy Apoſtle count- 
- ſeth his ſufferings, bur light, and as 
it were 4 moment of afflitjon, working » ce.4.17. 
or bringing forth @ farre more exceed. 
ing and eternall _ of Glory, ifter 
the receipt, of ſo high a degree (or 
meaſure) of reward, can there yet 
bee left any degree of merit unre- 
compenced 2 And if it bealready 
rewarded(as I have ſhewed)I main- 
taine that it is altogether unprofita- 
ble unto thoſe, unto whom the 
Church of Rome pretends to ap- 
ply it by the Grant of indulgences. 
Let the Reader conſider heee, by 
the way, with how great equity the 
Church of Rome handleth us in 
the reproach ſhe layeth upon us, in 
that we doe ſo highly cxalt the im- 
putative 
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putative rightcouſneſſe of Chriſt, 
leeing that ſhee maketh no conſci- 
ence at all to goe about to apply 
unto us the righteoufneſle of the 
Saints, which thee can never make 
good without advowing and impu- 
ting it unto,us. Nether can I com 
prehend to what uſe this Treaſur: 
thus compoled by them , doth 
ſerve, or how it can confiſt with 
that which Rome doth belceve to- 
gether with us : For ſhee beleevet! 
that the merit of Jeſys.is of an infi 
nite value, and hath determined b 
one of her Popes, that one drop of 
his bloud is ſufficient. to redeem 
infinite worlds: From whence it 
neceſlarily followes, That this trea- 
ſure 35 touching the pretended re- 
mainder of the Saints merits is 0 
no price, ſince we can.add nothing 
tothat which is infigite, to make it 
more greit; Nay, there is yet more 
concerning this point, which I can 
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The blind guide forſaken. 
by no meanes beleeve, that is to 
ſay, The ſoveraigne authority for 
the diſpenſation of this Treaſure, 
which _—_ doth challenge unto 
her-ſelfc,excluding all others from 
that power : And lefle yet can [I 


approve the Trafftick or Merchan- 


dizethat ſhe driveth herein, where- 
of one of her Popes ſpeaking, hath 
ſaid, That nothing is to be had at 
Rome withont money. And it is 
upon this foundation, that ſhe hath 
ſome yeares ſince creed new Al- 
tars, which ſhe calleth priviledged 
Altars,unto which ſhe hath thought 
good by extraordinary benedicti- 
ons, tO annex an infallible power or 
verrue, to deliver according to the 
Parties intentions, certaine ſoulcs 
out of Purgatory, by the celebra- 
tion of one onely Maſſe, impart- 
ing or adding the vertue of thoſe 
Altars unto that of the oblation 
of the body of Jeſus Chriſt, which 


thee 
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ſhee pretends to 'offer upon her 
Altars. 


[| Might here ſpeak of divers other 

things, as - the _—_— or 
worſhipping of particular Reliques, 
of Montfioes _ cum of 5s, 3h 
bliſhment of her Feſtivalls; Where- 
in ſhe doth conſecrate dayes to the 
creatures, & forbidderh that which 
the Creator permitreth in his Law; 
As alſo of her ordinances,touching 
abſtinence fr6 meats created with- 
out diſtintion for the uſe of the 
faithfull, 

Their interdition of marriage 
unto Pricſts , which ſome of her 
Doors doe ſo zealouſly maintain, 
that they have written , thar forni- 
cation is more tolerable in Prieſts 
then marriage. Ordinances that the 
Apoſtle calleth the do&rine of ſe- 
ducing Spirits and of Devills, and 
ſuch as puta yoke upon the neck - 
the 


The blind guide forſaken. 


the faithfull, unto whom Chriſt Jc- 
ſus hath purchaſed the liberty of 
children ar' the price of his owne 
bloud. But this were (Sir) to tran(- 
greſſe the limits of a fimple, mani- 
teſt, or declaration, and to be more 
troubleſome unto you,then is need- 
full for my juſtification, 

I defire the Reader tonote , thar 
although the exception of the Au- 
thor be moſt juſt againſt the Idola- 
try of Rome, in her Feſtivalls dedi- 
cated to the worſhip of the crea- 
tures z and alſo againſt her ſuper- 
ſtitious abſtinence from ſome meats 
at ſome times, as if they were leſle 
holy than others , which ſhee per- 
mitreth. In the firſt whereof, ſhee 
robbeth God of his honour , and 
orveth it unto the works of his 
hands. And in the ſecond, ſhe doth 
not onely infringe the liberty of 
Chriſtians in their principall right, 
unto the uſe of the Creatures with- 
F out 
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out difference : but doth alſo flan- 
der the Creatures, and ſo conſc- 
quently the Maker of them with 
unholineſle : yet we cannot inferre 
from hence any unlawfulneſle in 
the celebration of Gods great ble(- 
ſings tothe Church in Chriſt , not 
to give any worſhip to the Crea- 
tures, but unto God in acknow- 
ledgement of his mercies. Neither 
is it any way contrary to Gods law 
forthe Church to forbid labour up- 
on thoſe dayes, that men may bee 
at the more freedome for the per- 
formance ot holy duties,and the at- 
tendance upon the ſervice of God, 
Though the Divine Law doe per- 


mit labour upon all dayes , but the ' 


Sabbath: for beſides that, we have 


preſidents in the ancient Church of 


the Jewes for the like ; as is ob« 
ſervable, (as I conceive) in thcir 
Feaſts of Purim inthe ninth of He- 
fer. And of the dedication of the 
Altar, 
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Altar, in the firſt of Maccabees and 
the fourth Chapter 3 whereof alſo 
the Apoſtle ſeemes to make men- 
tion inthe tenth of Johz at the 18. 
verſe , as graced by the preſence of 
our Saviour himſclfe thereat : Nei- 
ther of which Feaſts were inſtitu- 
ted by God himſelte , but by the 

Authority of the Church. 
Beſides this, I ſay, it is no ſound 
way of argument, to argue from 
the permiſſions of the Divine Law, 
againſt the wholeſome conſtiruti- 
ons of the Church or Common- 
wealth, in matters not ſubſtantiall 
to Divine worſhip, for that were 
indeed tv cut off the maine branch 
of the Civill and Ecclefiaſtical Au- 
thority , which dorh conſiſt in the 
power of moderation of our liberty 
in things indifferent, and permitted 
by Gods Law, as may make moſt 
for the due performance of our du- 
ties in things neceſlary : and there- 
F 2 fore 
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fore it is obſcrved by a learned Au- 
thor of ourtimes, as I remember, 
That Jus permſſiroum nature ipſius 
eſt akerabile, Thar the permiſsives 
law of Nature it ſelfe is alterable: 
ſo that though Rome beo juſtly 
raxed in her Idolatrous Feſtivalls, 
yet the Church may bee neverthe- 
leſle holy and juſtifiable 1n hers, 
which ſhee ordaineth not for their 
worſhip, but for their memorials, 
as hath beene ſaid. - Neither yet 


doth this exception againſ} the 
ſuperſtitious abſtinence of tha 
Church any way hinder ; but tha 
the Eccleſiaſticall or civill Magi- 
ſtrate may reſtraine from the uſe of 
{ome Meats, at ſome times, not a 
if one more or lefle holy than a 
other in it ſclfe, but ſo farre as ma 
conduce to humiliation, and to en- 
able us the better for ſome ſpiritu- 
all duties: or elſe out of politique 
reſpeRs for the good of the Com: 
mon: 


The blind guide forſaken. 
mon-wealth, as in England Flefh is 
forbidden in Lenr,8&c, For the 
Tr. | maintenance of the Navie, it being 
"us | an land, and for the ſparing of the 
'eS || other creatures for encreale. 

e:1 Loe here (Sir) the principall 
tly] points of the Roinane Faith, which 
Is, have obliged mee to forgoe and a- 
bce-| bandon her- Communion , in the 
rs, examination whereof, I doubt not 
ieir} but you have ſufficiently allowed 
my feperation, I know there are 
many that fleepe unto the truth, 
and flatter themſelves with a pre- 
tended reſervation of the heart (as 
[ have before touched ) leaving ex» 
reriors unto Cuſtome, and the pre- 
{ent courſe of the time ( to diſpoſe 
ot) which 15 an opinion fraught 
with falſhood, and a moſt unſafc 
excuſe of the fleſh. That Philiſtine 
Traytrefle which doth lull us aſleep 
1 upon the lap of her intereſts, to the 
end that ſhee may hamper us, An 
F 3 opinion 
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opinion that doth openly favour } be 
and bring in Hipocrifice. The utter | Gt 
ruine of true Religion, An opinion || {1d 
according to which Saint Peter fin- | bo 
ned not at all in denying his Maſter, | 53 
nor the Apoſtles in forſaking him || Je! 
inthe Garden fince it js certaine {| g/ 
that neither the one nor the other | ſp4 
did cither denie or forſake their un 
Maſter in their hearts , but onely inf un 
their outward language. An opi-J Or 
nion that doth barre the dore a- G 
gainſt Martyrdome, and according f # 
whereunto an infinite number off le 
Martyrs have beene ſeduced to ſuf. hi 
fer the moſtcruell rorments, with J< 
the loſſe of their lives. When theyſſ| th 
mi2ht have reſerved their hearts tof #® 
God, and yet have proſtrated their #0 
bodies unto Idols, and offered In-Y 9 
cenſc unto them, and have ſerved 
them. An opinion that makes i} 01 
M:th 10, impoſsible to be aſhamed of Chriſt cc 
—_ Jeſus before men , or todenic himſ of 
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before them,. which is contrary to 
Gods word. Having therfore con- 
ſidered that G O D is the Creator 
both of my body and ſoule,and the 
Saviour of both in his Son Chriſt 
Jeſus, [ have thought it my duty #0 
glorifie him both in my body and in my 
ſpirie , And to render Teſtimomie 
unto his truth by both thoſe things 
unto which by his mercy hee hath 
ordained his Glory. And fince 
God doth daigne to call our bodies 
his holy Temples, 1 have therefore be- 
leeved it to be my duty to glorifie 
him in mine, and no longer to ſub- 
jet the members of Jeſus Chriſt to 
the ſervice of That which by nature is 
no God, Beſides, that we are taught 
to beleeve with the heart unto right-- 
ouſneſſe, and to confeſſe with the mouth 
unto ſalvation, and it the juſtneſle of 
our devoir, and the defire to over- 
come, that wee may be the Heires 
of all things, and the children 'of 
F 4 God, 
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God, be not a ſufficient motive un- } te 


to our ſoules,, to induce us to ren- 
der this entire homage unto God: 
at leaſt wee ſhould be drawne unto 
it by the feare of the ſecond death. 
Sith that Lake that burneth with 
fire and brimſtone, is no- leſle re- 
ſerved unto the fearcfull, and faint- 
hearted, then unto the execrable 
and incredulous. Now thanks bee 
ro God that hath turned my feare 
into courage, and hath cauſed mee 
to ſpeake that.on the houſe tops, 
which I durſt not ſo much as whil- 
perinthe care, who hath vindica- 
ted his holy Truth out of the denne 
of my humane Timidity , wherein 
unjuſtly I held ir a priſoner ; and 
having opened unto mee the wayes 
of ſalvation, hath prepared mee to 
beare my Crofle after his Sonne, 
that I may be one of his Diſciples, 
who have loved more to bee the 
Scholar of the truth, then to be the 
teacher 
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| teacher of a Lye. I proteſt unto 


you (Sir) that I haye a long time 
combarted with the ſpirit of God, 
by my fleſh. Onthe one {ide I was 
extreamly troubled to ſee my ſelfe 
obliged by my Converfton, to a-- 
bancon that profitable good which 
I poſleſſed in the world, and the 
hopes that I had to poſleſſe yer 
more, together with an encreaſe of 


dignity and ſplendour; And I was * 


the rather held back, -ih-that ſome 


perſons of quality put mee in hope *' 


that I might have a ſhare in their 
favqurs to this end. Moreover, the 
Images of my kindred , eſpecially 
of a Father and Mother moſt deare 
unto me, altogether zealous for the 
Romane Faith , did preſent rhem- 
ſelves before mine eyes, to make 
my heart tender towards them, and 
ro harden it againſt 'the voyce of 
God, which called mee together 
with theſe, the account that I made 


of ſome reputation, that I was per- 
ſwaded 
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ſwaded I had inthe Province ; But 
above all, that Degree of Doctor- 
ſhip which IT had in the moſt fa 
mous Faculty of the Roman Chri- 
ſtendome were yet more tycs up-« 
on mee, wherewith I was held 
bound in ſuch ſort , that though 
my ſpirit werewilling, yet in m 

fleſh I did not that which I would. 
But when it was the good pleaſure of 
God 10 call me effeFnally by bis grace, be 
brake im ſundey all theſe chaines, and 
made mee feele that / cold no longer 
kick againſt the points of bis pricts ,, {0 
that I have reputed for damage 
and loſle all that were gaine unto 
mee , as concerning the world , for 
the excellencie of the knowledge of Je- 
ſus Chrift, for the love of whom I 
have deprived my ſelfe of all 
thoſe things, fince I could not poſ- 
ſeſle them without quenching his 
Spirit, and waging warre againſt 
him. And thus you ſee (Sir) that 
which I thought my duty to _ 


ent 


—yp 


mm, 3 Af ty @ = 


_ - was ao. as oo. we 6 SETS SS 


_ 


The blind guide forſaken. 


' ſentuntoyou, that I might approve 


my ſelf unto you, & in your perſon 
unto all thoſe that ſhal refle& upon 
my new received profeſsion. Thar 
which remains is. ThatTI ſhould(as 
alſo I do with my whole heart) pre- 
ſent my prayers uno the God of peace, 
nho brought again fro the dead the great 
Shepheard of the Sheep,by the blood of the 
everlaſting Covenant, that he may make 
fe# in ood nork norting in 
an which ispleaſng in bis febe and 
that hee may give mee the grace to 
apply my ſelfe unto theſe perform- 
ances which are conformable to his 
Glory, profitable unto my neigh- 
bours,& agreeable unto my conver- 
ſton. This is the defire of him who 
1s wholly yours inhim,whoproteſt- 
ethto live and dic in the quality of 
Your moſt humble and moſt obe- 
dient Servant Fran. Cupif. 
To day if you will beare his voyce, harden 
not your begrts. Heb.3.15. 
FINIS, 
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